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INTRODUCTION 


Welcome to the most complete and efficient IELTS SPEAKING 
STRATEGIES 2020! 


Thank you and congratulate you for downloading the book “JELTS 
SPEAKING STRATEGIES 2020: Speaking Samples, Vocabulary, 
Collocations and Idioms to Increase Your Score To 8.0+!” 

Are you struggling to achieve your IELTS goals in the Speaking component of the IELTS exam? 


Are you frustrated with taking the exam again and again and again but without any improvement 


in your Speaking score? 


Are you tired of learning long lists of vocabulary, revising the same old grammar points and 


staying up late to fit in more study sessions? 

Are you running out of time to get the score you need? 

Do you need Band 8.0 or higher in the IELTS Speaking test in 2019? 
Model answers to IELTS Speaking questions appear throughout the course. 


This book outlines everything you need to know about the IELTS Speaking Exam. It will help 
you if you have never taken the IELTS Exam before, or if you have already taken the exam and 


want to receive a better speaking band score. 


This book is a great way to help you successfully increase your IETLS Speaking score. It will 
help you develop the skills needed for the IELTS Speaking exam. 


This book is designed to help you score an 8.0+ band score on the speaking section of the 
IELTS exam. 


This book is dedicated to more than just the IELTS speaking exam. I focus on tricks and tips to 
help you pass the exam, but more importantly, I give you tips that will help you become more 
fluent in your everyday life! 

Take action today and start mastering IELTS SPEAKING STRATEGIES 
2020 tomorrow! 


Thank you again for purchasing this book, and I hope you enjoy it. 


IELTS SPEAKING PART 1 SAMPLES 


Speaking Part | 


1. Do you usually eat fruit and 
vegetables everyday? 


Yes, | do. Actually, | fre- starch. Without the intake of 
quently add fruit and veg- fruit and vegetables, you 
etables to my daily meals, cannot hope to eat a bal- 
because they are good anced: et. 

for my overall health and 

body. The role they play in 

your meals is just as crucial 

as that of protein and 
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Speaking Part | 


2. What kind of fruit do 
you enjoy the most? 


Well, I’m quite into juicy 
fruits like lemonade, orange 
or pomegranate. | always 
make a cup of lemonade in 
the morning to refresh my 
body. In fact, almost every 
kind of fruit suits my taste. 
Besides, | also like versatile 
fruits like avocado or pine- 
apple, which can serve 
both as a kind of fruit and 
an ingredient in your daily 
meal. 


3. Did you enjoy the same 
kind of fruits when you were 
a child? 


As | have said, | have no spe- 
cific favorite kind of fruit at all, 
so when | was a child, | en- 
joyed all the fruits provided in 
my meals. | did not get fed up 
with any kind of fruit, because 
my mom always tried her best 
to change the menu of fruit 
and vegetables everyday, in 
order to make sure that | had a 
diet rich infibre and vitamins 
and low in fats and sugar. 


4. Are there any fruits or veg- 
etables you don’t like? 


Well, because | am allergic to 
bell pepper, | never use if. | 
don't know the reason why, but 
| cannot stand the smell of bell 
peppers, whether they are raw 
or cooked with food, Even 
though | am in love with pizza, | 
cannot eat the pizza garnished 
with bell pepper. | guess thats 
the only kind of vegetable that | 
do not enjoy eating. 


Speaking Part | 


5. Do you prefer to eat 
fruit or vegetables? 


| think | am more in favor 
of fruit as compared to 
vegetables. Fruits seem 
more appealing in terms 
of appearance, color 
and odor. Interestingly, | 
eat fruits as a way to re- 
lieve stress, while most 
people eat chocolates as 
their preferred comfort 
food. 


j 
6. Do most people eat vege- 
tables in your country? 


Yes, they do. Almost every 
meal has rice or potatoes and 
also at least one other kind of 
vegetable as well, such as to- 
matoes, cabbages, carrots, 
green beans, etc. Unlike West- 
ern countries, Vietnamese 
even use raw vegetables in 
their meals. Quite a lot of 
people prefer chicken or beef 
to vegetables but at least they 
always include a small portion 
for vegetables for a nutritious 
meal. 


1. What’s your favorite vegeta- 
ble and fruit? 


| like almost all fruit and vegeta- 
bles except for the ones that just 
disintegrate when | bite into them. 
I'm following a diet rich in fibre 
which contains a lot of vegeta- 
bles and dried fruit and | really 
enjoy it. 


2. How often do you eat fruit? 


My family are big fruit eaters. And 
I’m no exception. We eat fruit 
every day, several times per day. 
But nowadays, we are scared of 
all the chemical preservatives 
used to preserve its shelf life, so 
we ect it less than before. 


3. Are there any special fruits in 
your hometown? 


I'm not very sure. | think mango- 
steens are specific to the South 
East Asia region. The flesh of the 
fruit is absolutely heavenly, soft 
with a sweet and sour taste, and it 
makes a light and pure refresh- 
ment. 


4. Should we eat vegetables 
everyday? 


Half our diet at the bare mini- 
mum should be vegetables 
and fruit, to provide ourselves 
with a healthier diet. Vegeta- 
bles not only provide a variety 
of flavours, but a largely vege- 
tarian diet is low in fat, unlike 
the junk food which is popular 
among many young people 
these days. 


SPEAKING PART 1 


1.Do you wear any jewelry? 
Why or why not? 


| have an allergy, so | only wear 
a watch, other than that | 
don't wear any jewelry, no 
necklaces or bracelets or any- 
thing. 


2.What kinds of jewelry do 


people in your country 
wear? 

Vietnamese people love 
simple and sophisticated 


things, and it shows in the jew- 
elry they regularly wear. So you 
can say that Vietnamese 
people wear all types of jewel- 
ry, and | think there has been a 
revival of interest in more clas- 
sical styles. 


3. Would you ever buy a piece 
of jewelry? Why or why not? 


| have a habit of collecting all 
kinds of jewelry if they are works 
of craftsmanship, although | 
cannot wear them. I’ve always 
had an interest in the trade in 
antiques, so if | see a piece of 
jewelry that is both old and 
beautiful, it’s hard to resist 
buying it. 


4. What kind of jewelry do you 
like to see on other people? 


| love seeing girls with long 
necklaces that evoke a 


modern boho feel, and boys 
with classical wrist watches to 
match a suit. | think they are 
quite attractive with those ac- 
cessories. 
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1. Do you like trees? 


| really like trees. An ideal 
day for me would be when | 
could lie under the beauti- 
ful, cool shade of a big oak 
tree, enjoying the breeze, 
listening to the the amazing 
sound of birds chirping, and 
not having to worry about 
anything af all. 


2. (Similar to above) Do 
you like (to go to) the 
forest (or, a forest)? 


| have never been to a forest 
before, so | would love it if | 
could go to one. | have 
always enjoyed watching TV 
programmes about the wil- 
derness ever since | was a 
kid. Being able to go to a 
forest, and | mean a prime- 
val, um, an ancient one, 
would be paradise for me. 


3. Is there a forest near 
your hometown? 


Unfortunately no. My 
hometown is a city that 
doesn't have a beach, let 
alone a real forest. 


4. (Possibly) Would you 
like to live in a place that 
has lots of trees? 


| would love if. l'm not kid- 
ding. | would adore it! In 
fact, currently I'm living on 
the outskirts of Toronto, sur- 
rounded by lots and lots of 
trees and it feels good 
every day to wake up early, 
get out of the house and go 
for a walk while breathing in 
the fresh air and taking in 
the amazing scenery. 


5. Where can one find 
trees (or forests) in your 
country? 


Trees are planted almost 
everywhere, but for forests 
| guess you need to do 
some research. There’s a 
place that is called Cuc 
Phuong National Park in 
Northern Vietnam, and 
there are some other pro- 
tected forests in different 
parts across Vietnam as 
well, 


6. Do you think places with 
trees attract more visitors 
than places with few trees? 


| don't know about other 
people, but | would definitely 
choose a place full of trees 
over one which has none. Or 
maybe other people would 
make the same choice as 
me: isn't it nice to feel at one 
with nature and to be able to 
immerse yourself in greenery 
and the fresh open air? 


7. Did you ever (like to) 
climb trees when you 
were a child? 


As a matter of fact, | did. 
There was a lychee tree at 
my grandparents’ house in 
the countryside - it was Cut 
down several years ago - 
and | used to climb it every 
time | visited them. 


8. Have you ever planted a 
tree? 


Let's say | have, although it's 
not technically a tree. When | 
was in grade 4, | had an as- 
signment in which | needed to 
plant something and bring it to 
class. | chose to plant some 
beans, although, sadly, it fell 
through - the rats just waited 
until the right moment and 
gobbled them all. 


You should say: 


| » What the weather is like 
! » Why you like this season ; 
i + What activities you usually do during it į 
i + How different kinds of weather would |! 
affect people 


(What the weather is like) 
Today, | would like fo describe the summer which is the season 
| love the most. 


(Why you like this. season) 

There Gre a wide range of reasons why | give preference to this 
season. Firstly, the, monsoon season falls in the summer, which 
means that the-heatwaves will no longer hit the southern part 
of Vietnam and will not have to endure extremely hot days like 
in March and April 
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k N at students e me love the S If < 
re . In the 2-month summer break, | get a great amount 
of free time at my disposal and do various activities in which 
| am interested. 


(What activities you usually do during it) 


Since | am up to my ears in work during the school year, 
when the school year is about to come to an end, the first 
7 thing that springs to mind is travelling. Going on a holiday 


in an ASEAN member country is aton for me and my 
cousins. 


SPE 
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Two years ago, we went to Thailand and last year we went 
to Malaysia and Singapore. Moreover, a great number of 
movies about the summer are released such as the one 
which has emerged as one of the most widely-liked movies 
recently, named “Nndmmdatthdymtiahé”, which is 
Vietnamese for “Summer through closed eyes”. 


(How different kinds of weather would affect people) 

Actually, the weather is unpredictable. One minute, there 
may be lots of sunshine and the temperature may be 33 
degrees Celcius, but the next minute thunderclouds will fill 
up the sky and it will rain cats and dogs. This 
unpredictability means people can’t be well prepared. 
Also, rains cause floods all over the city, which causes 
engine damage and makes vehicles travel at a snail’s 
pace. Despite my love for the summer and the rains, | 


cannot deny that they are bothersome sometimes. 


Speaking 


TIME 


MANAGEMENT 


Espeona Pr | 


2.Do you think people orga- 
nize time in the same way? 


I’m not too sure about that, it 
varies according to age 
group | suppose. For example, 
students would usually invest 
a substantial proportion of 
their time in studying, finishing 
school assignments and 


doing hobbies. In contrast, the 
majority of an adult’s time 
would be devoted to working 
and socialising with their col- 
leagues while less is soent on 
recreational activities. 


Speaking Part | 


3.Do you think it is import- 
ant to be on time? 

Certainly. Firstly, punctuality 
indicates respect and hence, 
is extremely important, espe- 
cially in the context of busi- 
ness and education. When 
we have an appointment 
with a business partner or 
simply go to class or sit an 
exam for instance, we have 


to be on time to express our 
appreciation to our partners 
and our teachers. Moreover, it 
shows that we are capable of 
taking care of ourselves and 
feel a sense of accountability 
in whatever we do. 
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4. How do you feel when you 
are late for an appoint- 
ment? 


Needless fo say, | would be 
profoundly apologetic if that 
were fo happen. As | have 
said, turning up late might 
give out the wrong signal that 
we don't respect the people 
we'll be meeting, which is ex- 
actly what | wouldn't want 


them to think. It also hints that | 
may lack professionalism and 
self-discipline, so | would be ut- 
terly ashamed and sorry when- 
ever | failed to be punctual. 


YOUR DEADLINE IS 
NOW I 


Speaking Part 


5.How do you feel when 
others are late? 


That's interesting. Well, for 
formal meetings like job inter- 
views, conferences or in-class 
presentations, | always feel 
great disappointment when 
people show up late and 
even throw a fist if it’s by too 
much. Yet, if | were to have a 
simple chat with my friends, | 


wouldn't mind giving them a 
few extra minutes. Ofcourse, in 
both cases, | would expect a 
justifiable reason for their late- 
ness and would probably let it 
slide if the excuses were under- 
standable. 


FILMS 


1. Do you like to watch films? 


| absolutely love watching 
movies. If is a way to experi- 
ence how others live. Each of 
us can only have one life but 
we can experience so many 
different lifestyles in movies. It is 
kind of temporarily putting one- 
self into another world. 


2. Do you prefer foreign films S 


or Vietnamese films? 


I'm much more into imported - 
filmsrather than domestically 
produced ones, because of a 
thing called cultural exposure. 
People in different countries 
have different cultural. norms 
and ideas that come across in 
their film-making. To me, that’s 
important for broadening our 
horizons. 


4. What kinds of movies do 
you like best? 


| like adventure ones. They 
excite me, they keep me in 
anticipation, waitingto see 
amazing visual effects, hear 
great soundtracks, cry, be 
scared, laugh, and think. 


5. Do Vietnamese people like to go to a cinema to watch 
a film? 

| would say yes. | can see that movie theaters have become 
an important part of Vietnamese life, and cinemas are 
packed whenever blockbusters are released. People like to 
go to a cinema to watch films since they can enjoy the lively 
sound and images on the big screen and spectacular special 
effects always have a wide appeal to audiences. 


WATCHES 


1. How often do you wear 
a watch? 


Since childhood | have 
had an _ affection for 
watches, so | wear my 
watch all the time. In fact 
I'd feel naked without my 
watch. But I usually reserve 
nicer watches or the ones 
with sentimental value for 
special occasions or when 
| wear luxurious clothes. 


2. What was your first 
watch like? 


| developed my affection 
for watches with a little 
cute Mickey Mouse dial 
shaped watch. And | guess 
everyone around my age 
used to own one like that 
as it was quite in at the 
time. 


3. Do people still wear 
watches in your country? 


There are lot of watches 
being manufactured or im- 


ported and sold in my 
country since there are 
tons of people who love 
wearing them. Some 
would love wearing them 
for their utility while others 
would prefer to wear them 
as an accessory. 


5. Did you receive any 
watch as a giff when 
you were a child? 


Yes, the one | mentioned 
above, the Mickey Mouse 
dial shaped watch. My 


father recognised my en- 
thusiasm for watches and 
he gave it fo me as a 
birthday giff when | was 
about 7. | remember 
jumping around because 
of the excitement. 


Speaking Part 1 


Speaking Part | 


4. What activities do your family 5. Are you close to of your family 
like doing together? members? 


My family often gather around Most of them. Actually I’m a little bit 
the table enjoying a cozy mealto- more distant with my brother as 
gether, communicating and compared to other members. We 
sometimes busting into laughter have personality conflicts, and dif- 
because of my father’s humorous ferent viewpoints so we often have 
stories. We're also particularly into arguments over even the smallest 
family game nights, when we things. 

huddle together to play cards or 

other family favorites. 


6.How has your family influ- 
enced you? 


My family has definitely shaped 
who | am now. They have imprint- 
ed on me proper principles like re- 
spect, moral values and good 
manners. | have also inherited 
humbleness from my mother, and 
determination and patience from 
my father. 
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7. Do you want to be married or to 
be single in the future? 


Yes, | do want to get married. We all 
ultimately find our true love in life, 
you know, and marriage is the ulti- 
mate commitment that we can 
make to our soulmate. Moreover, | 
want to build a loving and support- 
ing home for my children like my par- 
ents have done for us. 


IERE 


Celebrity / Pop Stary 


1. Who is your favorite celebrity 
in Vietnam? 


Well, to be honest, | adore quite 
a number of Vietnamese stars. 
Regarding music, young and cel- 
ebrated singers like Toc Tien and 
Dong Nhi are definitely my top 
choices whereas if it’s acting, 
veteran actors like Binh Minh or 
Manh Truong always give a really 
convincingperformance. 


2.Do you like any foreign ce- 
lebrities? 


As a matter of fact, yes. I’ve 
been an avid fan of Western 
contemporary pop singers 

for quite a time now, 


especially those who have ex- 
cellent vocal skills like Adele, 
Bruno Mars or John Legend. | 
even created a special playlist 
on my phone which contains 
onlytheir songs to listen to when- 
ever | want. 


3. Would you want to be a ce- 
lebrity in the future? 


lve never given this much 
thought but I’d have to say that 
enteringshowbiz isn’t really the 
path I'd choose. Rising to star- 
dom means losing a great deal 
of privacy as well as having less 
time with family and friends, so | 
guess I'd prefer to stay as a part 
of the general public. 


4.Do you think we should pro- 
tect famous people’s privacy? 


Well, definitely. It’s a human right 
to have your private information 
kept confidential and to have 
freedom in whatever you want 
to do, without being followed by 
paparazzis all the time. Just be- 
cause celebrities are public fig- 
ures doesn’t mean their private 
life has to be exposed to every- 
one for gossip. 


5. How do celebrities 
influence their fans in 
Vietnam? 


In Vietnam, as in any other 
countries, admirers consid- 
er celebrities a source of 


inspiration as well as conso- 
lation. For example, they 
mightwatch videos or read 
articles about their favour- 
ite artists to cheer them- 
selves up when they feel 
down. Additionally, fans 


can be affected in the way 
they behave or dress, since 
most of these fans are im- 
pressionable teenagers 
who want to appear like 
their idols. 


FRIENDS 


1.Do you have many close 
friends? 


| have only one friend | would 
confide in. I’m quite picky and 
more importantly, | have a 


somewhat irrational fear that 
none of my friends really like me 
and that I’m just a guy they can 
barely tolerate and it is hard for 
me to live in harmony with them. 


2.Do you think friendship is 
important? 


There is no doubt that friend- 
ships play a vital role in our life. 
They make our lives interesting 
and wonderful. They help us de- 
velop a sense of sharing wheth- 
er they are tangible things or 
just inspirational or motivational 
words of wisdom. 


Speaking Part 1 


3.Which do you prefer to 
spend time with: a friend or 
spend time alone? 


It depends. Normally, l'm more 
of a loner and generally spend 
more time in solitude than with 
friends. But when I’m in a bad 
mood, lonileness makes me feel 
isolated from the whole world. 
These days, | will hang out with 
my friends 


so that sad and unhappy 
thoughts cannot come into my 
mind. 


4. What kind of people do you 
like to have as friend? 


| find myself attracted to 
people who are honest and 
who know how to behave with 
others, | always avoid making 
friends with people who have a 
superiority complex. 
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5.Do you like face-to-face 
conversations with people? 


Actually | like to talk with 
cyber friends more than 


having real-world conversa- 
tions. | think others observe 
me a lot, they judge me and 
hence | become very self 
conscious and shy away from 
speaking face to face. 


6.Are most of your friends 
from school or from outside 
school? 


Most of my friends are from 
high school. People who | met 
at work or from clubs have 
less in common with me, 
whereas at Uni we all shared 
interests in the same things 
and subjects. 


Speaking Part | 


9.How do people in your 
country meet others and 
make friends? 


| don’t think it particularly mat- 
ters what country you're from. 
In every country, you can make 
friends just by sitting next to 
someone a few times during 
class, then a friendship logically 
happens. Otherwise, you can 
make cyber friends through 
social networks like Facebook 
or Twitter. 


10.Do adults and children 
make friends in the same 
way? 


Adults use self disclosure to de- 
velop trust and loyalty among 
friends 


This is quite complicated in 
practice while children usually 
use common interests and 
goals as the basis of their friend- 
ships. More importantly, kids 
have a whale of time with who- 
ever, but adults have to use 
their time for work and taking 
care of their family. 


11.Do you think it is possible 
to become real friends with 
people you meet on the inter- 
net? 

Of course it is possible to estab- 
lish real friendships with some- 
one online. What you need in a 
friendship is truthfullness, reliabil- 
ity, empathy, respect and loyal- 
ty. If you're getting all that from 
your online friends then you can 
consider them as genuine 
friends. 


Speaking Part | 


7.How often do you meet 
with your friends? 


When | was younger, | used to 
meet my friends almost ev- 
eryday. Even friends outside 
of school were a part of my 
daily social interactions. But 
now, as a 23 year old working 
professional, | barely meet 
anyone during weekdays. | 
meet my closest friends only 
on some weekends. These 
meetups are sporadic too. 


8.What do you and your 
friends do together? 


My closest friends and | have 
a mutual interest which is we 
always have a thirst for 
clothes shopping, so whenev- 
er we have time, we will go 
shopping together until we 
break the bank. Sometimes 
when we are out of money, 
just window shopping is 
enough. 


IELTS SPEAKING PART 2 SAMPLES 


Describe a kind of food you eat on a 
special occasion 


You should say 
> What it is 


» How it is cooked 

» Why people eat it or why it is for the 
special event 

> Explain how you feel about this kind 
of food 


| would like to talk about Chung 
cake, which is a traditional and 
irreplaceable cake of 
Vietnamese people in the Tet 
Holidays. 


How it is cooked 


Main ingredients of the Chung cake are 
glutinous rice, pork meat, and mung 
beans wrapped in a square of bamboo 
leaves or banana leaves that will give 
the rice a green color after boiling. 

The sticky rice must be very good and 
was soaked in water in the previous day. 
Rice cake is wrapped in square shape, 
and the wrapping power must be neither 
tight nor loose. Then the cake will be 
boiled in about 12 hours by wood. 


Why it is for the 


special occasion 


In the ancient conception, the Earth is 
square, hence Chung cake's shape is square, 
too, to reflect the Earth shape. Vietnamese 
people always make and have Chung cake in 
the Lunar New Year to emphasize the 
important role of rice and nature in water 
rice culture. 


In contrast to fast food in modern life, the 
process of making Chung cake is time- 
consuming and requires the contribution of 
several people, thus providing an 
opportunity for family members to bond and 
come together to celebrate the holiday 
spirit. 


How you feel 


about it 


In my opinion, the Green Chung cake has 
an original tasty flavor, which reminds me 
of my origin and tradition. | love eating 
Chung cake with vegetable pickles, which 
brings me unforgettable taste! 


How you feel 


about it 


In my opinion, the Green Chung cake has 
an original tasty flavor, which reminds me 
of my origin and tradition. | love eating 
Chung cake with vegetable pickles, which 
brings me unforgettable taste! b 


Describe a newly-built public facility (such 
as park or cinema) that influences your city 


24d category: 
describe a place 
You should say: 


> What public place it is 
> Where it is 
» What people can do there 
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In my city, shops, supermarkets or cinemas spring 
up like mushrooms, but almost all of them aren’t 
worth mentioning because of their poor range of 7 
goods, poor service and exorbitant prices. The only 2 
recent development that made the lives of the city 
dwellers much interesting is a shopping mall, 
named Van Hanh Mall, which opened last year. 


Speaking of the location, it’s situated 
right in the heart of the city, in district 
5, which is within a stone’s throw of my 
house, so | often go there on weekends 
to unwind after work. 


This modern shopping mall has many different areas of 
entertainment and shopping, including a supermarket, a 
number of coffee shops, fashion stores, swanky 
restaurants and a cinema. What | particularly like is a 
bookstore with a huge collection of books and 
stationery. It’s well-decorated with a spacious section 
for readers to enjoy books. | have to say, it’s actually a 
relaxing reading heaven where the dream of 
bookworms like me can come true. 


Well, this shopping mall has brought great benefits to 
the residents nearby. As it offers a one-stop solution, 
it’s an ideal place for families and friends to gather 
together and spend quality time. You see, a lot of 
people are tied up with working and studying, and this 
place can become their regular haunt to let off steam 
and recharge their batteries. As a result, the quality of 
the city dwellers’ lives can be significantly improved. 


Describe @ person 


Describe a person you like to work 
or study with 


You should say: 

© who the person is 

o How you know each other 
° What you do together 


° Why you like to work or study with this 
person 


Who the person is 


How you know each other 


o Back in 2014 when we first met at an 
English club, she left a really deep 
impression on me by her willingness to 


learn and share her knowledge to other 
people. 


° As we had a great passion for English, 
we hit it off and made an appointment 
from time to time to study together at a 
coffee shop. 


What you do together 


o Most of the time when we get together, 
we crack the books and discuss our 
English questions. 


° I love spending time studying with her 
mainly because I believe that two heads 
are better than one so that we can get 
motivated and teach each other to fight 
this tough war. 


Why you like to work or 


study with this person 


Describe a beautiful or handsome 
person you have met (or seen) 


You should say: 


° who the person was 


° When and where you saw this person 
° What kind of person hef she was 
° What it was that you thought was beautiful 


Who the person was 


I’m going to talk about a 
good-looking woman 
who I accidentally met on 
a holiday to an exotic 
country. 


To be honest, her As far as I could judge, 
appearance was so she was in her mid- 
breathtaking, which twenties and she must be 
attracted not only men but a native. 

also women. 


When and where you 


saw this person 


A 


As I said earlier, I wenton After a while, she appeared. From that moment, 

a holiday. On the day of ‘The moonlight and the every tourist couldn’t 
the full-moon, I joined a light of the fire combined take their eyes off her, 
group to play some games unveiled her beauty. and I was not exception. 
around the campfire. 


y a à 
She had a comely figure 
which was stem-thin. Her 
curvilinear waist didn’t 
surprise me as much as her 
olive complexion. 


Why you thought he/she 


is beautiful 


When I came closer, I 
noticed her sunrise-gold 


hair and her dainty nose. 


It was definitely love at 
first sight for man 


When she broke into a 
smile, her sugar candy- 
sweet lips, and her shiny, 
halo-white teeth, all 


mesmerized me. 


Conclusion 


In short, I couldn’t believe that there was such a mesmeric woman 
like her. Even though T didn’t know her name, she was like my 
goddess. I always wish I could have some of her delicate features. 


Describe a family business you know 


You should say: 

> What the business it is 

> Who the customers are 

» How you know about it 

> Whether you like it or not 


I’d like to talk about a 
restaurant run by Mr Bin 
who lives next door to 
me. He has inherited 
the business from his 
dead father and been 
continuing it with his 
family members. 


What the business it is 


All the members of the His son is his wife looks 
family are involved in assigned to after the food 
the restaurant collect the bills Preparations. 

business. As the family 


head, Mr Bin is 
responsible for the 


overall maintenance of 
the business. ~~ 


Who the customers are 


> Though there are lines of restaurants on the street, his resta 
preferable to many tourists and he proudly owns some reg 
customers 


hs 
TORİ LYNN 


pred parted 


| first knew this restaurant when | 
was invited to the inauguration of 
his restaurant after renovating from 
the mid of this year. 


know about it 


He has decorated the restaurant beautifully. | / 
with the other family members really enjoyed thes 
delicious foods. 


Whether you like it or not 


Firstly, the food there is 
really tasty and flavorful. 
It provides authentic flavor 
of Vietnamese food, like 
broken rice, beef noodle, 
crispy pancakes, ... 


Besides, | also feel that the 
atmosphere is fairly cozy and 
comfy. 

The restaurant is spacious. 
We can have different options 
when choosing a seat, and it 
also leaves some privacy for 
talking; it is pretty customer- 
oriented. 


ee 
More importantly, | always find N 
that the staff there are quite 
hospitable. \ 
| personally focus more on t 
positive attitude and good 
service, for if not, the 
ruin the good mood 
meal. 


Describe a plant (flower, vegetable or 
fruit) in your country 


You should say: 

> What the plant it is 

> Where it grows 

> Why it is important for your country 
> Why you like or dislike it 


the bamboo tree 
a symbolic plant 


What the plant is 


Bamboo tree clusters are also 

popularly known as the emblem of 

Vietnam's rural areas 

“Emblem (n) biéu tuong kind of plant: 
phat trién 


an evergreen ang 


Where it grows 


In Vietnam, we find them Some people grow them as 
mostly in rural areas fences 3 


Bamboo trees can be seen 
in most Asian countries 
because of tropical and 


temperate climates. 
* thai tiét nhiét dói và ôn doi. 


Why it is important 
for your country 


The body of the tree is often make household equipment 
treated as a valuable material to such as tables, chairs, inmediches oe; 
build houses sleeping mats or even oe rom -i 


instruments shoots 


| love this plant because 
it is of great importance 
and comes in useful 

*every part of the tree 
has numerous beneficial 
properties 


Why you like or 
dislike it 


it offers me feelings of 
peace and serenity, away 
from the hustle of bustle 
of the city. 


because we grow so much ofgi 
so it kind of reminds me o 
culture. 

it is the symbol of 
straightforwardnes 
righteousness (sv: 
thang) 


Describe a quiet place that you like to 
go to 


» You should say: COFFEE SHOP 


INFOGRAPHIC ELEMENTS 


o What place it is 


o How often you go there, 
when you go there 


o What you do there 
Why you like this place 


What place it is 


» nowadays there’s so much noise around 
that sometimes silence is a luxury | can no longer 
afford 

> My favorite one is a lovely café named X 

> It is situated at Y - a small quiet lane/alley near my 
university in the centre of my hometown. 


» The coffee house is decorated in an old, traditional 
French style, with a lot of paintings on the wall. 


How often you go there/ when you go 
there 


My regular haunt (a place that somebody visits often) 
Whenever | fed up with the familiar surroundings 
Whenever | feel that I’m on the verge of burnout 

> Whenever | feel stressed out and exhausted 

> When I need inspiration 

> When I want to find some other places to refresh my mina 
» When I’m available during weekends 


> | just take a day off to go there on weekends after a long 
stressful week. 


y 


y 


y 


What you do there 


» There is a huge collection of instrumental music 
which helps me to collect my thoughts and 
concentrate easier 


» It’s so spacious that everyone has their own space to 
do private things 

> When I go there, | often crack the books in a comfy 
chair y 


> Breathe fresh air and appreciate the paintings 
on the wall and French decorations 


Why you like this place 
> an ideal place to escape from all the pressures/ hustles and | 
bustles 
» Enjoy a cup of coffee to relieve my stress 
> Take a break from a constant stream of noises 
> Think deeply 
Put thoughts in order 


Focus on what | really want 


> | find it extremely therapeutic and soothing 


Describe A Beautiful City That You Have 
Visited 


You should say: 

o What city it is 

o What you know about it 

o What it is famous for 

o Why you think it is beautiful 


What city it is & What you 
know about it 


> 


r 


Name: 


Danang - the fifth largest city in VN in terms of urbanization 
and economy. 


Location: 


Danang - is situated in Central Vietnam, along the coast of the 
East Sea. 


Easily accessible (by plane, coach, train or bus) 
Make it a hub for transportation 


Must-see destinations: Dragon Bridge, Han River Bridge, Ba Na 
Hill 


When you visited there 


WHEN 
» Ayear ago 
» On summer vacation 


» Lucky to go there in such balmy weather with a gentle 
breeze and beautiful warm sunshine 


WITH WHO 
» Went there with my friends/ family members 


» That trip creates the memory of a lifetime that left a 
really deep impression on my mind 


What it is famous for & WHY YOU 
THINK IT IS BEAUTIFUL 


» Danang is called a worth-living city 


> This place possesses the 
as no garbage beaches 


> Being granted by the nature for the uninterrupted picturesque beaches, 
beaches there were praised as one of the most attractive beaches on the 
planet 


» This city also clings to tourists’ feet by the modern and civilized image 


» the food is irresistibly delicious and cheap 
> We explored the whole city by motorbike which was hired from local people. 


» While moving around the city, we tried local food, visited famous attractions 
and enjoyed the beauty around. 


> It really felt like | was jumping from antiquity into modern times all the time. 


HEALTH VOCABULARY FOR 
PARAPHRASING 


Eating too much fast food = ex- 
cessive consumption of fast 
food 


Exercise every day = 

take regular/daily exercise 
Take part in = participate in = 
engage in 

Child obesity = childhood obe- 
sity = obesity among children 


Have an unhealthy diet = have 
an imbalanced diet 


Fast food — junk food — 
pre-made food 


Have a healthy diet = have a 
balanced diet 


To be harmful to... = to be 


detrimental to...: 


Contain a lot of fat = to be in- 
credibly high in fat = to be 
rich in fat 


Spend more time cooking at 
home = spend more time pre- 
paring meals at home 


Try to ... = make every possi- 
ble etiort to... 


To be inactive = lead a seden- 
tary lifestyle 


Go to the gym = go to fitness 
clubs 


Spend time playing sports = 
spend time taking part in 
outdoor activities = spend time 
participating in physical 
activities 


Keep fit = stay healthy = keep 
in shape 


Choose healthier foods = make 
healthier food choices 


Have a negative effect on... = 
have an adverse impact on 


FAST SPEAKING 


Shouldn’t have 


Vouldn’t have 
that if I were you. 


Wouldn’t have 
> that if I were you. 


IELTS SPEAKING TOPIC CHRISTMAS 


1- Did you believe in Santa Claus when you were a child? 


Yes/No; I received gifts for every Christmas from my par- 
ents/Santa Claus; when I was a child; He is just from stories/ 
books/novels; I thought that I saw Santa Claus when I was small; 
I prepared socks and put them in the head of my bed. 


2- Did you enjoy last Christmas? 


Yes/No ; I really love previous Christmas event because ... ; I 
almost forget about this because ...; I spent all my Christmas day 
and evening for my family/friends; As far as I remember, I had 
to work on Christmas day; I lived far from home so that I got 
homesick at that day 


3- Do you donate something (money, clothes...) to charities? 


Yes/No; I col 


my unused stuff in my ave some 


old books to a social organization near my home; I don’t really 
often give money or things to people but I’d like to join social 
activities in some special events and help out unlucky people. 


4- Do you enjoy singing Christmas songs? 


Yes/No; I like to sing the song “Jingle bells”; I often listen to 
Christmas music and sing with the lyrics on my notebook; I love 
to listen and sometimes I sing the chorus part of the song. 


5- Do you have a Christmas tree? 


Yes/No ; I will buy a small one this Christmas; I don’t often buy 
Christmas tree because ... ; I just often make some gift cards and 
paint Christmas trees on it ; sometimes I make Christmas cards 
with pop-up Christmas trees 


6- Do you kn 


Yes/No ; I have heard some stories about the birth of Jesus ; I 
read some articles saying about the history of Christmas ; I know 
nothing ; I am not a Christian so ..... ; 


7- Do you usually put up Christmas decorations in your 
house? (Do you usually decorate your home?) 


Yes/No ; I often paint the gate with white color and decorate the 
front doors with some snow symbols ; I often prepare some 
flashing lights and hang over the desk in the guest room ; I work 
all Christmas day so I have no time for it ; I don’t often have time 
to decorate my house but I will clean up everything in my room. 


More questions 


8. How do you ysually spend New Year’s Ev w about New 


Year’s Day? 


PHRASES EXPRESSING LIKE AND DISLIKE 


LIKE 


1. Pm into it : 
when you are interested in an activity. 
Example : Kelly is into yoga these days. 


2. Pm keen on it : 
you are interested in something and want to learn more about it. 


Example : Little Mary is keen on learning French. 


3. Pm fond of it : 
you have liked something for a long time or may have an emo- 
tional attachment with something. 

Example : William is very fond of his pet dog. 


Example : Settling in England appeals to me. 


5. It goes down well : 

other people like something you do. 

Example : The presentation went down well with the board of 
directors. 


6. It’s to my liking : 
a very formal way to say ‘I like it’. 
Example : The tea is to my liking. It’s perfect. 


7. Pm partial to : 

you like something a bit too much and it always remains your 
preference. 

Example : Even though I’m on a diet; I’m partial to a piece of 
ke. 


Example : Richard is crazy about Rock music. 


9. Pm attached to: 

you don’t want to do without something and you’d be sad if you 
lost it. 

Example : I’m attached to my mobile phone. I always have it 
with me. 


10. Pm addicted to : 

you like something so much that you can’t contain yourself from 
it (usually used for negative habits) 

Example : John is addicted to smoking and can’t break it. 


11. I’ve grown to like it : 
something you never liked before but have developed a liking 


ike eating cauliflower. 


12. I can’t get enough of : 
how much ever you like something, it isn’t enough. 
Example : Peter can’t get enough of his new I-pad. 


13. I’v got a soft spot for : 
you like someone a little more than other people. 
Example : My father has got a soft sport for my younger sister. 


14. I fancy him/her : 

you think someone is attractive/good looking. 

Example : Racheal fancies Brad Pitt. She finds him extremely 
good looking. 


DISLIKE 


ing “I don’t like it”. It is ve 


Example: Greta dislikes the taste of pistachio ice cream. 


2. I’m not into it. 

Saying you are not into something is an informal way of saying 
that you do not find it interesting. 

Example: James is not into football, he likes rugby. 


3. Pm not fond of it. 

Not to be fond of something is informal for saying you don’t like 
it very much. 

Example: Since Ben had the accident, he’s not very fond of 
going skiing. 


4. I’m not crazy about it 
This expression is similar to “not be fond of something”. 
le: I’m not crazy about this cake because it tast 


5. I don’t appreciate that 

This way of expressing dislike is great for professional and seri- 
ous conversations. 

Example: I don’t appreciate being shouted at in public. 


6. It doesn’t tickle my fancy 

It is an idiom and it means we did not find it appealing, funny 
or interesting. 

Example: That comedian’s sense of humor doesn’t tickle their 
fancy. 


7. Pm disinterested in that 
We use this sentence if something simply does not interest us. 
Example: My friends are all disinterested in politics. 


laining that you are not inter 


Example: Everyone loves the series Lost but it’s not for me. 


9. Pm not a big fan of it 

To say “I’m not a big fan” is an idiomatic expression and it means 
we do not like something very much. 

Example: I’m not a big fan of the new James Bond. 


10. Pll pass 
This is a quick way of saying we are not interested in a suggestion. 
Example: Do you want to come to the pub?” “Nah, thanks, P1 


pass. 


HOW TO OPEN A TALK - BAND 9.0 


Opening thet 


| prefer... 

| think... 

I feel... 

| know... 

believe... 

n my opinion... 

The best thing about... 
eatest part about... 
orst part about... 


Giving a general 


It is thought that... 
b Some people say that... 
œ Itis considered... 
It is generally accepted that... 
Disagreeing with an opinion 


Giving personal o 


| just don’t think it’s right that... 

One argument in favour of ... is that... 
| think people should (have the right to 
In my experience... 

As far as I’m concerned... 
n my opinion... 
nally, | think... 


a ed 


Giving contrary opinic 


Maybe, but it seems to me that... 

| partly agree, but | still believe that... 
| don’t agree. In my opinion,... 
| completely disagree. To me,... 


How to prolong timet 


That’s an interesting point. 

I’ve never really thought about that. 
Um, let me think. 

It’s hard to say. 

Dong ý vGi môt ý kién 


Giving suggestions 


| suggest/ think you should ... 
_ It might be better to ... 
-© We/ you ought to ... 
If | were you ..., | would ... 
(don’t) think we/ you should... 
You/ we could ... 
‘ouldn’t you/we...? 


Answer suggestions fron 


| was thinking exactly that myself. 

Sounds good (to me). 

OK, let’s do/try that. 

Yes, let’s do that. 

You're right. 

That’s a good idea. 

a good idea, but... 
at if...? 


I3.. 


IELTS SPEAKING VOCABULARY - BAND 8.0+ 


amusement park = funfair 
a large park where you can play games, go on fantastic rides 
and have fun with friends 


¢ I went on so many rides in the amusement park that I 
got dizzy and had to lie down on the ground. 

e You can always buy pink cotton candy in an amusement 
park. 


slot machine 
a coin-operated machine to play gambling games 


e I got change for twenty dollars and played the slot ma- 
chines for hours. 

¢ The only way to win on slot machines is not to play 
them. 


roller coaster 


an elevated railway with small, open passenger cars that goes 
up and down at a high speed 


e We had a great laugh when we looked at the photos my 
friend took on the roller coaster. 
e Roller coasters make me sick to my stomach. 


to take up 
to start doing a new sport, hobby or start learning something 
new 


e My mother thought my father was getting too fat, so he 
took up golf when he retired. 

e Id like to take up a new language, but I’m not sure 
which one to chose: Dutch or Japanese. 


DIY /di:- ai- wai/ 
building or repairing things around the house with no profes- 


sional help 


e I’m good at DIY, but I had to call a plumber when I 
couldn’t fix the sink. 

e My husband spends hours looking at screws and nails in 
the local DIY store. 


pottery 
vase, pots, plates etc. made of clay/ the craft of making pottery 


e Making pottery is such a creative activity. I’ve made 
vases for everyone in the family. 

e I’ve tried to take my husband to some pottery classes 
with me, but he always went to the pub instead. 


knitting 
making sweaters, gloves, scarves etc using two long needles 
and yarn 


e My grandma loves knitting, so everyone in the family 
has matching knitted sweaters and hats. 

e Knitting is the new yoga. Its repetitive movements help 
you relax and meditate. 


to mow the lawn 
to cut the grass in the garden with a lawn mower 


e My neighbours always mow the lawn on Sunday eve- 
nings. 

e In most countries, you can only mow the lawn on certain 
days, at certain times. 


hedge 
a line of shrubs or low-growing trees forming a fence between 


two houses or in front of a house 


e Trimming the hedge is hard work. My hands are always 


sore afterward. 
¢ Ihave the most beautifully trimmed hedge in the whole 
neighbourhood. 


sitcom = situation comedy 
humorous television series based on everyday life situations 


e My niece loves having sitcom marathons with her friends 
at weekends. 
e ‘Friends’ must be the most popular sitcom of all times. 


review 
a report that gives the writer’s opinion about a book, film, the- 
atre production etc. 


e I never read the reviews before watching a film. I don’t 
want to be biased. 
e Writing reviews must be such a fun job. You can criticize 


other people’s work and nobody slaps you in the face. 


cinemagoer = moviegoer 
a person who often goes to the cinema 


e My uncle is a devoted cinemagoer. He goes to see every 
new release. 

e They opened a new multiplex in our town, but the high 
prices and uncomfortable seats were certainly a shock to the 
unsuspecting cinemagoer. 


city dweller 
someone who lives in a city 


e Tma city dweller. I have no idea how to milk a cow. 
e City dwellers should make sure they spend enough time 
outdoors. 


hiking 
the activity of going for long, hard walks in the mountains 


e The last time I went hiking, I sprained my ankle. I don’t 
think I'll ever do it again. 

e I always feel much more energetic and relaxed after I’ve 
been hiking. 


scenery = landscape 
the view of natural features e.g. mountains, hills or rivers/ 
*scenery may also mean accessories on a theatre stage 


e The scenery was so breathtaking, I had to stop every two 
minutes to take a photo. 

e The scenery was really weird in my dream. There were 
pink mountains and yellow lakes around me. 


atmosphere = ambiance 


the dominant mood of a place 


e I love going to our local pub, because of its familiar at- 
mosphere. 

e The festival was a great success; the weather was good 
and the atmosphere was fantastic. 


do aerobics/ karate/ judo/ yoga 
e I’ve never done judo, but I’ve tried karate. 
e I’m not sure what my dog thinks of me when I do yoga, 


but he sure looks puzzled. 


play basketball/ tennis/ computer games/ rugby (play + ball 
games) 


e My nephew plays rugby, so you can ask him about the 
rules. 


e IfI was taller, I could play basketball. Right now, I can 
only play golf. 


go skiing/ skating/ fishing/ trekking(go + ... ing) 


e My husband and I go skiing to the French Alps every 
winter. 

e My friend broke her leg while she was learning how to 
skate. 


rowing machine 
a fitness device that simulates rowing as in a boat 


e When I go to the gym, I usually use the rowing machine 
to work the muscles in my arms and legs. 

e My husband would like to buy a rowing machine, but I 
don’t think he will use it. 


exercise bike 
a fitness device that simulates cycling as on a bicycle 


e I’ve bought an exercise bike, but I only use it to keep my 
clothes on it. 

eI love watching my favourite soap opera while riding my 
exercise bike. 


crash helmet 
protective headwear worn by cyclists and motorcyclists 


e You can’t give me a lift on your motorbike. I haven’t got 
my crash helmet with me. 

e Wearing a crash helmet might save your life if you have 
an accident. 


knee pads 
a protective garment is worn by cyclists, football players or 


skaters on their knees 


e My son’s taken up football. I must go and buy a pair of 
football boots and knee pads for him. 

e I’mso glad I was wearing my knee pads when I fell on 
asphalt. 


extreme sports = adventure sports 
paragliding/ hang gliding/ whitewater rafting/ snowboarding/ 
skydiving/ cave diving 


e Id love to go white water rafting with you, but I’m 
afraid I’m having my hair cut that day. 

e Cave diving was a really creepy experience for me. I 
didn’t think we would get out alive. 


adrenaline rush 
a very intense feeling that you feel all over your body when 


doing something dangerous 


e Most people do extreme sports because they want to get 
an adrenaline rush. 

e If you want to get an adrenaline rush, try to take away 
my pitbull’s toy. 


mass tourism 
we talk about mass tourism when a lot of people visit one place 


e Mass tourism is destroying our churches. I don’t think 
we should let so many people visit them. 

Mass tourism creates jobs for local people and it also 
makes our town a more exciting place to live. 


culture shock 
a strong and upsetting feeling we get when suddenly faced with 


an unfamiliar culture 


e When I first arrived in London, nobody helped me to get 
over the culture shock. It took me months to get used to their 
way of life. 

e | was suffering from culture shock when, fortunately, I 
made some new friends and began to enjoy my stay. 


currency 
money/ medium of exchange 


e Lira used to be the currency of Italy before they intro- 
duced the euro. 

e We use kisses as currency at home. When my daughter 
wants something, she can always pay with a kiss. 


in advance 
before something, ahead of time 


e If you want to buy cheap airline tickets, it’s best to book 
in advance. 

e We never plan our holidays in advance. We just pack our 
suitcases and take the first flight available at the airport. 


make a complaint 
to tell the staff or manager that you’re not happy with the ser- 
vice you received 


e Somebody used our bathroom while we were out, so we 
had to make a complaint at the reception. 

e It’s so embarrassing to go out with my father-in-law. 
Whenever we’re in a restaurant he demands to see the manager 
and make a complaint. 


to embark on 
to set out on a journey, to begin a journey 


e Make sure you have made all the necessary arrangements 


before you embark on your world tour. 
e When my son was born, I embarked on the most beauti- 
ful journey of my life. 


B&B = Bed and Breakfast 
a private house that provides accommodation and breakfast to 
guests 


e | love staying in B&Bs when traveling in the country. The 
atmosphere is familiar and the food is usually delicious. 

e My husband and I would like to run a B&B, but we don’t 
have enough spare rooms. 


to raise = to bring up 
to care for children until they grow up 


e I was raised in a small town. I wasn’t raised in the jungle. 
e Raising children is a huge responsibility. 


childhood 
the period of life when you are a child 


e My childhood was happy and carefree. I used to chase 
butterflies all day. 

e I’m quite sure Charles Manson didn’t have a happy child- 
hood. (he was a serial killer) 


adolescence = teenage years (syn: puberty ) 
the period of life between childhood and adulthood 


e A large part of my adolescence was spent with partying 
and avoiding responsibilities. 

e My grandmother guided me through the turbulent waters 
of adolescence. 


to play truant = to skive off 
to be absent from school without permission 


e J used to play truant and spend the whole time with my 
friends in the arcades. 

e I would give a prison sentence to parents who let their 
children play truant. 


juvenile delinquency 
antisocial behavior demonstrated by adolescents, usually in- 
volving breaking the law. 


e Juvenile delinquency was thriving in the area. The par- 
ents couldn’t do anything to stop their children. 

e Juvenile delinquency rates are usually higher in urban 
areas. 


neglected (adj.) 
not looked after, not getting any attention 


e Neglected teenagers seek attention and will do anything 


to get it. 
e My wife feels neglected, so I’ve taken her out to a fast 
food restaurant. 


nuclear family 
the smallest family unit: mother, father, and children 
(opposite: extended family) 


e Nowadays most people live in nuclear families. 
e Living in nuclear families means we don’t get to listen to 
our grandparents’ stories. 


to get on well with somebody 
to have a good relationship with somebody 


e When we were children, my sister and I didn’t get on 
very well. We used to pull each other’s pony-tails. 


e I wish I could get on well with my mother-in-law, but 
she’s a real witch. 


relative 
a person who is related to you by blood or marriage 


I think my relatives hate me. I never get any Christmas pres- 
ents. 
You can choose your friends, but can’t choose your relatives. 


in-laws 
members of your wife’s or husband’s family 


e J hate the idea of spending the holidays with my in-laws. 
e JI never know what to buy for my in-laws for Christmas. 


the red-letter day 
any day that’s significant and memorable to you for a reason 


e It was a red-letter day when my son finally learnt how to 
tie his shoelaces. 
e IfI pass my exam, that’ll be a red-letter day. 


stepparent, stepmother, stepfather 
new wives or husbands of your biological parents 


e First, I hated the idea of moving in with my stepfather, 
but then it wasn’t so bad. 

e Cinderella used to live with a wicked stepmother and 
two stepsisters. 


stepfamily = blended family 
a family where either one or both parents have children from 


previous relationships 


e Living in a stepfamily never really bothered me. I could 


visit my father as often as I wanted. 
e Blending families to create stepfamilies is a difficult pro- 
cess. 


siblings = brothers or sisters 
individuals sharing the same father or mother 


e Asan only child, I’ve always wanted to have siblings. 
e Children growing up with no siblings are often spoilt. 


to allow = permit = let 
to give your permission to someone to do something 


e My biological father always allowed me to eat ice-cream 
before dinner. 
e Minors shouldn’t be allowed to buy alcohol. 


quality time: 
time when you dedicate yourself to only one person or activity 


e My mother and I didn’t spend enough quality time to- 
gether. She always had to work. 

e Spending quality time with your children is more import- 
ant than making a lot of money. 


to take after somebody 
to be/resemble someone in appearance or character 


e | take after my mother. I have the same green eyes. 
e Children often take after one of their grandparents. 


overprotective (adj.) 
wanting to protect someone too much 


e My mum used to be overprotective when I was a child. 
She never let me go to the playground on my own (alone). 

e Overprotective parents should seek professional help to 
help them relax a little. 


strict (adj.) 
wanting order and discipline all the time, opposite = lenient, 
forgiving 


e My mother was very strict. If I was just ten minutes late, 
she grounded me for a week. 


grounded = not allowed to leave the house 
e Strict teachers are often more popular than lenient ones 


because they don’t let misbehaved children interfere with their 
teaching. 


foster family 
children living with guardians who are neither their nature nor 
their adoptive parents 


e My friend, Jack, lived with at least five different foster 
families as a child. He was quite troublesome. 
e Foster families can change a child’s life for the better. 


Vocabulary when you are not in a relationship: 


e Single 
Meaning: If you’re not married or dating anyone, you’re 
“single”. 
E.g. Are you Still single? 


e Just friends 
Meaning: Imagine that you have a friend. Someone asks if 
you’re dating this person. You’re not, so you can say: 
E.g. We’re just friends. 


e A platonic relationship 
Meaning: A more specific and formal way to say that you are 
“just friends” is: 
E.g. Our relationship is strictly platonic. 


Vocabulary when you begin a relationship: 


e Into (someone) 
Meaning: When you’ve met someone and you both seem attract- 
ed to each other, you can say that you’re “into” each other: 
E.g. I think he’s into me. I’m kind of into him too. 


e (someone) Asked (someone) out 
Meaning: Traditionally, one person asks the other person to go 
on a date. You can describe it this way: 
E.g. He asked me out. 


¢ Hook up 
Meaning: Sometimes relationships start differently. If you kiss 
someone or have some kind of sexual experience before going 
out on a date, you can use this slang expression: 
E.g. We’ve hooked up. 


e Seeing each other / 8. not serious 
Meaning: If you’ve been on a few dates or hooked up with some- 
one a few times, you can describe it as “seeing each other”. But 
you might still not be completely committed to each other: 
E.g. We’re seeing each other. It’s nothing serious, though. 


Vocabulary when you are in a relationship 


e Dating 
Meaning: Once you’re sure that you and the other person are se- 
riously dating each other, you can announce it: 
E.g. We're dating. 


e Boyfriend / girlfriend 
Meaning: This person also gets a title: 
E.g. This is my boyfriend. / This is my girlfriend. 


e Ina relationship 
Meaning: In a more formal situation, you might describe your 
situation this way: 
E.g. I’m in a relationship. 


e Get engaged 
Meaning: After some period of dating, you decide to marry each 
other. First, there’s an “engagement”: 
E.g. Scott and I just got engaged! 


e And, after the engagement starts: 
E.g. We’re engaged. 


e Newlyweds 
Meaning: Next comes marriage. For the first year or two after a 
couple gets married, you can call them “newlyweds”: 
E.g. Back when we were newlyweds, he’d bring home flowers 


once a week. 


e Happily married 
Meaning: After you’re no longer newlyweds, you’re just “a mar- 
ried couple”. It’s common for married people to call themselves 
“happily married”: 
E.g. I’m happily married, with two kids, a boy and a girl. 


e Partners 
Meaning: Some people in a serious relationship never get mar- 
ried. This might be because they don’t think marriage is a good 
idea. Or it may be because they’re gay and are not allowed to get 
married in the area where they live. In this case, you can call the 
person who you live with your “partner” 
E.g. My partner and I took a trip to Italy last year. 


Vocabulary when you end a relationship 


e Broke up 
Meaning: If you’re dating someone, and the relationship ends, 
you can say that you “broke up”: 
E.g. A: Where’s Jane? 
B: Actually, we broke up. 


e Through 
Meaning: If you break up with someone angrily, you can talk 
about it this way: 
E.g. He and I are through! 


e Dump (someone) 
Meaning: Sometimes both people agree to break up. Other times, 
one person makes the decision and “dumps” the other person: 


E.g. I can’t believe he dumped me! 


e Separated 
Meaning: When a married couple ends their relationship, there 
are two parts. First is the “separation”: 
E.g. My wife and I are separated. 


e Divorced 
Meaning: Sometimes a couple gets back together after a separa- 
tion. If not, they finalize their separation legally: 
E.g. We’re getting divorced. 


e And after the divorce has finished: 
E.g. He and I are divorced. 


e Exes 
Meaning: After a couple has broken up or gotten divorced, a 
couple becomes “exes”: 


E.g: My ex took the house and the kids. 
Hey, isn’t that your ex-wife over there? 


1. As opposed to: 


Ex: This exercise develops suppleness as opposed to strength. 
2. Regarding something = concerning something: 
Ex: He said nothing regarding the lost watch. 


3. At the behest of somebody: 


Ex: At the behest of her friends, she read the poem aloud 


4. By means of: 
Ex: The load was lifted by means of a crane. 


Ex: She got the job by virtue of her greater experience. 


6. For the sake of (doing) something: 


Ex: The translation sacrifices naturalness for the sake of accura- 


7. In accordance with something : 
Ex: We acted in accordance with my parents’ wishes. 


8. In addition (to somebody/something): 
Ex: In addition to these arrangements, extra ambulances will be 
on duty until midnight 
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10. In lieu of = Instead of: 
Ex: They took cash in lieu of the prize they had won. 


11. In order to do something: 
Ex: In order to get a complete picture, further information is 
needed. 


12. In place of somebody/something: 
Ex: We just had soup in place of a full meal. 


13. In respect of something 


2. In payment for something: 
Ex: Money received in respect of overtime 


14. In spite of = Despite: 
Ex: In spite of her love, she gave up her boyfriend 


15. In view of something: 
Ex: In view of the weather, the event will now be held indoors. 


16. On account of something = Because of: 
Ex: The marsh is an area of great scientific interest on account 
of its wildflowers. 


18. On top of 


1. In addition to something: 
Ex: He gets a commission on top of his salary. 


2. In control of a situation: 
Ex: Work tends to pile up if I don’t keep on top of it. 


19. Thanks to: 


Ex: It was all a great success — thanks to a lot of hard work. 


20. With a view to (doing) something: 


Ex: He is painting the house with a view to selling it. 


22. With respect to= In respect of: . 
Ex: With respect to IELTS, I’m intent on re-sitting the IELTS 
test to hike up my score to Band 9.0 


Accommodation 


(all the) mod cons: technology at home that makes jobs easier such as a 
washing machine, dishwasher etc. 


apartment block: a large building made up of smaller units of apartments 
back garden: a garden at the rear of the house 


detached house: a house that is not physically connected to another prop- 
erty 


dream home: a home you regard as perfect 


first-time buyer: someone buying a property for the first time, especially 
when taking out a loan (mortgage) 


fully-furnished: a rented property with all furniture included 
hall of residence: a college or university building where students live 


home comforts: things that make a home feel comfortable to live in 


permanent address: a fixed address 
property market: the buying and selling of land or buildings 


rented accommodation: property owned by someone else and for which a 


person pays a fixed amount to live in 


single room: a room for one person 

spacious room: a large room 

student digs: student accommodation 

terraced house: a house connected on both sides by other properties 
the suburbs: a residential area on the edge of towns or cities 


to do up a property: to repair an old building 
to get on the property ladder: to buy a property with the aim of buying an- 
other bigger or more expensive one later in life 


to put down a deposit: to pay an amount of money as the first in a series of 
future payments 


to take out a mortgage: to borrow a large amount of money, paid back over 
several years, in order to buy a house 


Advertising 


commercial break: the short period during TV programmes when adver- 
tisements are shown 


advertising agency: a company that creates adverts for other companies 


advertising budget: the amount of money a company decides to spend on 
advertising 


call to action: something that encourages someone to take a particular 


action, such as making a purchase or clicking a link on a website 


celebrity endorsement: to have a well-known person promote a product 


classified ads: small advertisements often put in a newspaper or magazine 
commercial channel: TV channels that make money from showing adver- 


junk mail: unwanted promotional leaflets and letters 


mailing list: a list of names and contact details used by a company to send 
information and advertisements 


mass media: large media outlets like TV, newspapers and magazines 
niche product: a product that is aimed at a distinct group of people 


press release: something written by a company for newspapers and maga- 
id tes to sha sublish 


sales page: a page specifically used to promote a product or service 


social media: websites that enable users to create and share content or to 


participate in social networking. 


Books and Films 


a blockbuster: a film that is a big commercial success 


a page-turner: a book that you want to keep reading 
an action movie: a film with fast-moving scenes, often containing vio- 
lence 


an e-book: a digital book 


soundtrack: the music that accompanies a film 


showings: performances of a film 
special effects: the visuals or sounds that are added to a film which are dif- 
ficult to produce naturally 


the central character: the main person in a film or book 
the setting: where the action takes place 


neg i À 


d review: to re 


to see a film: to see a film at the cinema (see ‘watch a film’ below) 
to take out (a book from the library): to borrow a book from the library 


to tell the story of: to outline the details of someone’s life or an event 


to watch a film: to watch a film on TV (see ‘to see a film’ above) 


Business 


cash flow: the money coming in and going out of a business 


cut-throat competition: when one company lowers its prices, forcing 


other companies to do the same, sometimes to a point where business 
becomes unprofitable 
lifestyle business: a business that is set up to bring in a sufficient income 


and no more 


stiff competition: strong competition from other companies in the same 
area of work 


to balance the books: to not spend more money than you are earning 
to be self-employed: to work for yourself/do not work for an employer 


to cold call: to make a sales call to someone without asking them for per- 
mission first 


to do market research: to do research into what potential customers 


would or wouldn’t buy 


to draw up a business plan: to write a plan for a new business 


to drum up business: to try to get customers 
to earn a living: to earn money 
to go bust: when a business is forced to close because it is unsuccessful 


to go into business with: to join another person to start or expand a busi- 


showcases your business 


to launch a product: to start selling and promoting a new product 


to lay someone off: when a company ends an employee’s contract of em- 
ployment 

to make a profit: to earn more money than it costs to run the business 

to raise a company profile: to make more people aware of a business 

to run your own business: to have a business of your own 

to set up a business: to start a business 

to take on employees: to employ people 

to take out a loan: to borrow money 

to win a contract: when a business gets legally-binding work with an in- 
dividual or company 

to work for yourself: (see ‘to be self-employed’) 


Education 


a graduation ceremony: an event where a successful student receives his 
or her academic degree 


a mature student: a student who is older than average and who has usually 
returned to education after a period at work 


a single-sex school: a school where only boys or girls attend (as opposed 


to a mixed-sex school) 


an intensive course: a course that offers lots of training in order to reach a 
goal in as short a time as possible 


bachelors degree: an undergraduate course which usually lasts 3-4 years 


boarding school: a school where pupils live during term time 


distance learning: a way of studying where tuition is carried out over the 
Internet or by post 


face-to-face classes: as opposed to distance learning the traditional way of 


bachelors degree or is undertaken by someone regarded as capable of a 
higher-level academic course 


private language school: an independent school run as a business concern 
public schools: exclusive independent schools in the UK 


state school: a school paid for by public funds and available to the general 
subject specialist: a teacher who has a great deal of knowledge about the 


to attend classes: to go to classes 


to fall behind with your studies: to progress less quickly than others 
to give feedback: to offer guidance on a student’s work 


to keep up with your studies: to not fall behind 
to learn something by heart: to memorize it 
ish < in the time allowed or agreed 


to meet a deadline: to fi 


Education 


a graduation ceremony: an event where a successful student receives his 
or her academic degree 


a mature student: a student who is older than average and who has usually 
returned to education after a period at work 


a single-sex school: a school where only boys or girls attend (as opposed 


to a mixed-sex school) 


an intensive course: a course that offers lots of training in order to reach a 
goal in as short a time as possible 


bachelors degree: an undergraduate course which usually lasts 3-4 years 


boarding school: a school where pupils live during term time 


distance learning: a way of studying where tuition is carried out over the 
Internet or by post 


face-to-face classes: as opposed to distance learning the traditional way of 


bachelors degree or is undertaken by someone regarded as capable of a 
higher-level academic course 


private language school: an independent school run as a business concern 
public schools: exclusive independent schools in the UK 


state school: a school paid for by public funds and available to the general 
subject specialist: a teacher who has a great deal of knowledge about the 


to attend classes: to go to classes 


to fall behind with your studies: to progress less quickly than others 
to give feedback: to offer guidance on a student’s work 


to keep up with your studies: to not fall behind 
to learn something by heart: to memorize it 
ish < in the time allowed or agreed 


to meet a deadline: to fi 


to work your way through university: to have a paid job whilst studying to 


support yourself financially 


tuition fees: the money paid for a course of study 


Environment 


air quality: the cleanliness of the air we breathe 


climate change: the change in worldwide weather patterns 


endangered species: categories of animals or plants that are in danger of 
becoming extinct 


energy conservation: the careful management of energy resources to 
last as long as poss 
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flash floods: floods that happen quickly 


loss of habitat: the decline in areas of land where animals and plants 
would normally exist 


Fashion and Clothes 


a slave to fashion: someone who always feel the need to wear the latest 
fashions 

casual clothes: not formal 

designer label: a well-known company that makes (often expensive) 
clothing 

fashion house: a company that sells (usually expensive) new styles in 
clothes 


fashion icon: a person who is famous for their sense of fashion 


fashion show: an event where models show off the latest in fashion de- 
signs 
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natural environment: the place where animals and plants would normal- 


ly be found in nature 
oil spill: waste usually deposited in the seas and oceans after an accident 


at sea 
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old-fashioned: not in fashion any more 


smart clothes: the kind of clothes worn for a formal event 
the height of fashion: very fashionable 


timeless: something that doesn’t go out of fashion 


to have an eye for (fashion): to be a good judge of 
to keep up with the latest fashion: to wear the latest fashions 
look good in: to we hat suits y 


to take pride in one’s appearance: to pay attention to how one looks 


vintage clothes: clothes from an earlier period 


well-dressed: to be dressed attractively 


Food 


a fussy eater: somebody who has their own very high standards about 
what to eat 


me-cooked food: food cooked at home from individual ingredients 


es 


to spoil your appetite: to est something that will stop you feeling hungry 
peru = 


to work up an appetite: to do physical work that leads to you becoming 


hungry 


Health 


a blocked nose: when the nose has excess fluid due to a cold 


prescription charges: money the patient pays for medicine authorised by 


a doctor 


to phone in sick: to call work to explain you won't be attending work 


due to illness 
to pull a muscle: to strain a muscle 


Holiday 


and accommodation together 
all-in package/package holiday: a holiday where you purchase the travel 
and accommodation together 


breathtaking view: an extremely beautiful view 
charter-flight: a cheaper form of flying than a scheduled flight 
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to go sightseeing: to look around the tourist sites 


a sing-song: to sing informally, often with other people 


a slow number: a song with a slow tempo 


to read music: to understand and follow written musical notes 


to take up a musical instrument: to begin learning a musical instrument 


to sing along to: to join in singing 


Personality 


broad-minded: prepared to accept other views or behaviours 


oe — 


self-effacing: to not try to get the attention of others (especially in terms 


of hiding one’s skills or abilities) 


thick-skinned: not easily affected by criticism 


to be the life and soul of the party: a fun person, someone who is the 
centre of activity 


to bend over backwards: to try very hard to help someone 
to hide one’s light under a bushel: to hide one’s talents and skills 
to lose one’s emper to en become angy 


face and another when they are not present. 


Physical Appearance 


middle-aged: aS between 45-65 


. pointed face: the opposite of a round face 


slender figure: a figure that is tall and slim 


to dress up to the nines: to dress very smartly or glamorously 
to get done up: to dress smartly 


to never have a hair out of place: perfectly styled hair 
to wear glasses: to use spectacles 


youthful appearance: to look young 


to lose one’s figure: to have a figure that has lost its toned shape 


Relationship 


to fall head over heels in love: to start to love someone a lot 


to fall out with: to have a disagreement and stop being friends 
to get on like a house on fire: to like someone’s company very much 
indeed 


to get on well with: to understand someone and enjoy similar interests 


to get to know: to begin to know someone 


to go back years: to have known someone for a long time 
to have a lot in common: to share similar interests 


to have ups and downs: to have good and bad time 


ee 
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to work at a relationship: to try to maintain a positive relationship with 


someone 


Shopping 
a pay in cash: to pay for something using coins or paper money 
advertising campaign: a series of advertisements to persuade people to 
buy something 


independent stores: small shops independent of large companies 


Internet security: Internet safety 


to upgrade: to obtain a more powerful or feature-rich computer or piece 


of software 


fashionable boutiques: fashionable clothes shops 


in the suburbs: the outer area of large towns and cities where people live 
inner-city: the central part of a city where people live and where condi- 
tions are often poor 


lively bars/restaurants: bars or restaurants with a good atmosphere 
local facilities: local buildings or services serving the public 


multi-story car parks: car parks on several floors 


public transport system: public vehicles such as buses and trains that 


run down: old and of a poor standard 

shopping centre: an area consisting of multiple shops 

shopping malls: large indoor shopping centres 

sprawling city: a city that has grown over time and which covers a wide 
area 


a heatwave: a period of very hot weather 
bitterly cold: very cold and unpleasant 
boiling hot: very hot (informal) 


eavy rain: intense rainfall 


t: the 


to get drenched: to get very wet 
to pour down: to rain heavily 


tropical storm: a storm typical of ones that you find in tropical climates 
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torrential rain: see ‘heavy rain’ above 
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Work 


a dead-end job: a job with no promotional opportunities 


a good team player: somebody who can work well with other people 
a heavy workload: to have a lot of work to do 


a high-powered job: an important or powerful job 


a nine-to-five job: a normal job that consists of an 8 hour day (approxi- 
mately) 


full-time: the number of hours that people usually work in a complete 
week 


holiday entitlement: the number of days holiday allowed 
job satisfaction: the feeling of enjoying a job 
manual work: work that requires physical activity 


maternity leave: time off work given to a woman about to have a baby 
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one of the perks of the job: an extra benefit you get from a job 


Traditional versus Modern 


1. a revival of interest in 


Meaning: the process of some- 
thing becoming more popular 
again 


Example: There has recently been 
a revival of interest in traditional 
music and songs 


2. works of craftsmanship 
Meaning: objects which are made 
by people who are very skilled at 
making things by hand 

Example: The ring that she is wear- 
ing is a beautiful work of crafts- 
manship. 

3. the trade in antiques 


Meaning: the buying and selling of 
old objects 


Example: The trade in antiques is 


very popular, with many antique 
shops now opening in the city. 
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1. allergy 


Meaning: a condition that makes a 
person become sick or develop skin or 
breathing problems because they 
have eaten certain foods or been near 
certain substances. 


Example: My mother cannot eat any 
product containing milk or other dairy 
products without getting a headache, 
and her doctor says that this is a 
common allergy. 


2. sophisticated 

Meaning: having a good understand- 
ing of the way people behave and/or 
a good knowledge of culture and 
fashion 

Example: | don’t think | have any books 
that would suif your sophisticated 
tastes. 

3. evoke 


Meaning: to make someone remem- 
ber something or feel an emotion 


Example: That smell always evokes 
memories of my old school. 


4. match 


Meaning: if one thing matches anoth- 
er, they look attractive together 


Example: That gold necklace matches 
her black dress perfectly, 


Food and Diet 


1. a diet rich in 


Meaning: a diet which contains a 
lot of something 

Example: A diet rich in fibre, such 
as dried fruits, helps to keep 
people healthy and active. 


2. a chemical preservative 


Meaning: a chemical substance 
used to prevent food from deterio- 
rating 

Example: The juice contains no arti- 
ficial/chemical preservatives, so 
drink it within the next two or three 
days. 


3. shelf life 


Meaning: the length of time that 
food can be kept before it is too 
old to be sold 

Example: Always check the dates 
on the packets of bread that you 
buy, because bread. has a. short 
shelf life in the shops. 


4.to provide somebody with a 
healthier diet 


Meaning: to give somebody a diet 
which is more healthy than that 
which they have at present 
Example: People must reduce their 
consumption of fat and sugar in 
order to provide themselves with a 
healthier diet. 


5. a vegetarian diet E b 


Meaning: a diet with no fish and meat 
Example: People who eat a vegetari- 
an diet often do so as part of a healthy 
lifestyle. 


6. low in fat 

Meaning: containing very little fat 
Example: To prevent obesity, a diet 
which is low in fat will certainly help. 


7. junk food 


Meaning: food that is quick and easy 
to prepare, but that is considered to 
be bad for your health 

Example: The consumption of too 
much junk food is a major factor in 
obesity. 


1. disintegrate 


Meaning: to break into small pieces 
Example: The fruit was so ripe tha 
almost disintegrated when | tried to 
bite it. 


2. flesh 


Meaning: the soft part of fruit, espe- 
cially when it is eaten 

Example: The reason why most people 
like mangos is the soft and juicy flesh, 
which simply disintegrates in the 
mouth. 


3. heavenly 


Meaning: very pleasant 

Example: The smells of all the fresh fruits 
in the market in the early morning are 
absolutely heavenly. 


SPEAKING COLLOCATION WITH TAKE 


2) Take (sb's) Temperature - 
After my temperature was taken, my blood pre 
was checked. 

3) Take A bite 

Do you want to take a bite into this Apple? 
4) Take A bow 

During the show, | could barely take a bow 
5) Take A break ; 
Let's take a short break. 


6) Take A call 

I'm sorry, but | have to take this call. 
7) Take A chance 

Take a chance at it. You might win. 
8) Take A class 

| have to take a class on Saturdays this semester. 
9) Take A decision (make) 

You have to take lots of decisions in life 
10) Take A holiday 

I'm going to take a holiday in June. l'm going, 


vto Spain. 


11) Take A lesson 
I'm talking English lessons to help me prepare for the 
IELTS 

12) Take A look 

l'Il take a look at the website and let you know what | 
think. 

13) Take A message 

Debra's not here just now. Can | take a message? 
14) Take A nap 

The baby takes a nap every day at 2 pm. 
15) Take A number 

| think it will take a number of months for 


this to play out. 


16) Take A photo/ a photograph 

Why did you take so many photos on holiday? 
17) Take A picture 

Could | take a picture of you? 

18) Take A rest 

After work, | like to take a rest before cooking dinner. 
19) Take A risk 

Mountaineers take many risks when they climb hi 


mountains. 

20) Take A seat 

| walked into her office and she told me to 
take a seat. 


21) Take A shower (have) 
We'll be leaving in five minutes. I'll just take a shower 
first. 

22) Take A step (1) 

If you take another step, l'Il shoot you. 

23) Take A step (2) 

You've taken an important step on the road to recovery. 
24) Take A taxi/bus/train/plane 
Richard takes a taxi to work every day. 
25) Take A test 

Have you taken your driving test yet? 


26) Take A while/ a minute/ five minutes 


Take a minute to read the question before answering 
it 

27) Take Action 

If we don't take action soon, it'll be too late. 
28) Take Advantage (of) 

We take advantage of that. 

29) Take Advice 

| took my doctor's advice and stopped drinkin 
alcohol. 

30) Take Ages 
Finding a parking spot in the city takes ages. 


31) Take An exam/ a test/ a course 

I'm going to take a Maths exam next week. 
32) Take An opportunity 

It was a very difficult decision, leaving Leicester, but | 
had to take an opportunity that doesn’t come round 
often. 

33) Take Care i 
Take care, won't you? It can be dangerous around her s 


at night. 

34) Take Care of 

Who's taking care of your pets while you're 
35) Take Charge 

Who'll take charge if the mayor is sent to prison? 


36) Take Charge (of) 
He decided to take charge of the whole meal. 

37) Take Drugs 

Lots of young people were taking drugs like marijuana 
in the sixties. 

38) Take Exercise 

My doctor says | should take more exercise. 
39) Take Hostage 

Several foreign workers were taken hostage by 
rebel fighters. 

40) Take Medicine 

Has grandpa taken his medicine yet? 


41) Take Notes 
If | don’t take notes, | forget too many important de- 
tails. 

42) Take Notice 

Don't take any notice of what he says. It's all nonsense. 
43) Take Part 

During the debate, those taking part will be sitting on _ 
the stage. 4 
44) Take Place 

Where did the meeting take place? 
45) Take Pride in 

You should take pride in the fact that your Eng 
improving. 


46) Take Prisoner 
After the battle was over, we took hundreds of enemy 
soldiers prisoner. 

47) Take Sb's place 

If a player's injured, another player takes his place in 
the team. 

48) Take Someone’s temperature 

| took my temperature and | found that | am runnin 
a fever. 

49) Take Time ; 
Changing the way people think takes time, 
so you have to be patient. 


50) Take Time off (away from work for holidays or 
to do sth) 

I'm exhausted. | think I'll take some time off and spend 
a few days with my sister in the countryside. 

51) Take Turns 

If we take turns driving, we can travel all night. 

52) Take Up space 

Most of the space on my hard disk is taken up by movie 


files. 

53) Take Your time 
There's no time limit, so you can take your 
time. 


TOP IDIOMS FOR SPEAKING 


1. A far cry from something: very different, almost the opposite 
Eg: The movie was good, but it was a far cry from the book it was 


based on. 


2. A close call: a situation in which something bad almost happened. 
Eg: I had a close call! A big truck almost hit me! 


6. All thumbs: clumsy 
Eg: Look at Martin he broke the antique vase. He’s all thumbs. 


7. As a rule:usually, customarily. 
Eg: As a rule I never stay out late on a week night, because I have to 
get up early the next morning 


11. At all: used with negative expressions to give emphasis. 
Eg: I’ve read that book, but I didn’t like it at all 


12. At the end of one’s rope:at the limit of one’s ability to cope. 
Eg: Marry may decide to divorce John. She is at the end of her rope. 


New York? 


17. Spill the beans: reveal a secret. 
Eg: Yes, it’s too bad that someone spilled the beans and ruined Harry’s 
surprise. 


Eg: Even though a number of parliamentarians tried to change his 
mind, the prime minister stuck to his gun. 


22. Straight from the horse’s mouth: from a reliable source. 
Eg: You mean Jill told you so herself? 


That’s right. I got it straight from the horse’s mouth. 


family. 


26. Take a stand on something: make a firm decision about some- 
thing. 

Eg: I don’t like the way Tom operates. One day he says one thing and 
another day he says the opposite. I wish he’d take a stand on some- 


i S 
a i 


Eg: I burned my hand when I took hold of that hot frying pan. 


30. Take it easy: relax. 
Eg: Steve, you’re working too hard. Sit down and take it easy for a 
while. 


34. Take something with a grain of salt: only half believe something 
someone has said. 

Eg: Jack is a very likable fellow, but I’ve learned to take everything he 
says with a grain of salt. 


35. MUG BYU ik for something and put it into action. 
z that became a serious | problem. The pe olice had to 


1. Down to earth- practical and realistic; Back to reality 


Ex: It’s time we were brought down to earth to figure out difficult 
situation, and offer a good solution 


2. Full of beans - A person who is lively, active and healthy 


Ex: | really enjoy being with my best friend because 
he is always full of beans. 


3. Get a head start - Start before all others 


Ex: This year we'll get a head start on the competition 
by running more advertisements. 


5. fresh/clean out of something - have sold or used up 
the last of something 


Ex: | have to go buy some more milk. It seems we're fresh out now. 


6. have/get mixed feelings about something - to be 
uncertain about something 


Ex: | have mixed feelings about my trip to England. 
| love the people, but the climate upsets me. 


7. hard feelings - the emotion of being upset or offended. 


Ex: | am sorry | have to fire you. No hard feelings, okay? 


9. besick to death of something/doing something 
- to be angry and bored because something 
unpleasant has been happening for too long 


Ex: I’m sick to death of doing nothing but work. 
Let's go out tonight and have fun. 


10. (come) rain or shine- means something will happen 
regardless of weather or other difficulties. 


Ex: | will be on time for the class, rain or shine. 
Come rain or shine, she is always smiling. 


11. be all ears- eager and ready to listen 


12. Give it one’s best shot- do the best that one can 


Ex: This test question is really tough! 
I'll give it my best shot, and I'll get some marks for doing my best. 


13. In deep water- in difficulty; in trouble or 
in a dangerous situation 


Ex: He has not submitted his dissertation so he’s in deep water. 


14. next to nothing- to cost very little 


Ex: | went to the new discount store and 
bought these new shoes for only five dollars. That’s next to nothing! 


16. Put yourself in somebody’s shoes- imagine that 
you are in somebody’s position in order to 
understant his/her feelings 


Ex: If you put yourself in my shoes, 
you would understand why | made that decision 


17. A Penny for Your Thoughts asksomeone 
who is being very quiet what they are thinking about 


Ex: For several minutes they sat silently, then finally 
she looked at him and said, “A penny foryour thoughts, Walter” 


18. Against the clock - do something as fast as possible 
and try to finish it before a certain time. 


19. At all costs- do everything you can to achieve/ 
succeed something 


Ex: My dream is to become a successful businessman and 
I will work hard for it AT ALL COSTS 


20. Explore all avenues- investigate every possible means 
to find a solution to a givenproblem or 
to achieve a desired outcome. 


Ex: We need to EXPLORE ALL AVENUES before doing something 
that is not very safe to a great number of people in order to 
minimize unfavourable consequences 


21. On the ball-acti 


22. Throw in the towel - Give up on something 
Ex: I’ve spent too much time on this project to throw in the towel now. 


23. Lend an ear - to listen carefully and 
in a friendly way to someone 


Ex: If you have any problems, go to Claire. 
She'll always lend a sympathetic ear. 


24. on cloud nine- very happy; deliriously happy 


Ex: She just bought her first new car and she’s on cloud nine. 


For several minutes they sat silently, 
then finally she looked at him and said, 
É , Walter.” 


DEFINITIONS 


ask someone what they 
are thinking about 


With her term paper due on Monday, 


she was racing to 
finish it 


If you have any problems, go to Claire. 
She’ll always 


She just bought her first new car and 
she’s 


try to finish something 
before a certain time 


to listen carefully and in 
a friendly way to some- 
one 


very happy 


I am totally after staying up so 
late. 


DEFINITIONS 


I am sorry I have to fire you. No the emotion of being 
, okay? upset or offended 


It’s after 12 o’clock. I think it’s time to go to bed 

Pm : doing nothing but boring 

work. Let’s go out tonight and have fun 

I will be on time for the class, rain or whatever happens 


shine. , she is 
always smiling. 


Pm , Waiting to hear your latest eager and ready to listen 
excuse for not getting this job done! 


I got to the drugstore just 
. It’s a good thing, because I really 
need this medicine! 


DEFINITIONS 


not too late, but very 
close 


I have to go buy some more milk. It 


seems we’re now. 


I my trip to 
England. I love the people, but the cli- 
mate upsets me. 


have sold or used up the 
last of something 


to be uncertain about 
something 


do the best that one can 


This test question is really tough! I’ll 


, and I’ll get some 
marks for doing my best. 


He has not submitted his dissertation 
so he’s 


in difficulty 


I went to the new discount store and 
bought these new shoes for only five 
dollars. That’s ! 


She has been about the rent 


increase. 


If you , you 
would understand why I made that de- 
cision 


My dream is to become a successful 
businessman and I will work hard for it 
at all costs 


DEFINITIONS 


to cost very little 


upset or about 


something 


angry 


imagine that you are in 
somebody’s position 


do everything you can to 
achieve something 


COMMON IDIOMS 


We need to explore all avenues before 
doing something that is not very safe to 
a great number of people in order to 
minimize unfavourable consequences 


Our staff is really on the ball to get pro- 
jects done on time. 


I’ve spent too much time on this pro- 
ject to throw in the towel now. 


My sister has been travelling for 
almost 24 hours, and she’s still as fresh 
as a daisy. 


DEFINITIONS 


investigate all cases pos- 
sible 


active and aware of 
things 


Give up on something 


Someone who is lively 
and attractive, in a clean, 
fresh way. 


DEFINITIONS 


My uncle is such a ! He Spend all time watching 
often spends his Saturdays watching TV 

American football on TV. 

My 6 year old nephew is A person who is lively, 
He has more energy than three adults. active and healthy. 


Hey, Sue, I think your neighbour is a Someone who is untrust- 
He has these scary looking worthy. 

guys in black leather hanging around 

his place all the time. 


My aunt Karen is so .She Practical 
can figure out any difficult situation, 
and offer a good solution. 


Listen, my friend, I’m so sorry to be a 
, but I have to study for my 
IELTS speaking exam tomorrow. 


My colleague drives me crazy! She is 
such an that she always 
volunteers for overtime. 


Let’s get up early tomorrow to 
on our drive to Toronto. 


After having a coffee and a sandwich, 


he 
painting the kitchen. 


and finished 


DEFINITIONS 


A person who is gloomy, 
and having no fun at a 
social gathering. 


A person who is hard- 
working and enthusiastic. 
Start before all others. 


Have a burst of energy 
after tiring 


DEFINITIONS 


I think I by buying my Start too early. 
friends James and Susan a wedding 
gift. They just called off their engagement. 


It cost me to take my Very expensive 
trip to Australia. 


I was when he askedme Extremely pleased or 
to marry him. happy 


You are taking your IELTS test next Doing or starting some- 
week?? Aren’t you thing too early 
You’ve only just started studying. 


He comes round to see me 


He’s gota 


I reckon getting a band 7 in IELTS will 
be a ! Pm very good at 
English. 


DEFINITIONS 


Happening very rarely 


Feeling inferior or 
having a grievance about 
something 


Very easy 


The money sent by comic relief to help 


poverty in Africa is just a 
. They need far more than this. 


A very small part of 
something much bigger 


Getting a low score the first time I took 
IELTS was mit 
forced me to study extremely hard so I 
got a much better score the next time 


We have to actually do something 


about global warming. 


I bumped into Jenny in town the other 
day. 


Oh well, I got 5.5 in IELTS again. 


DEFINITIONS 


Something positive that 
isn’t recognized until 
later 


Doing rather than speaking 


Meeting someone you 
would not have expected 
to 


Start again from the 
beginning 


I hate my job so much I can’t bare 
going to work, but if I quit I don’t think 
I can get another job. I’m really 


I have to so I don’t say 
what I really think of him! 


Come on, . We haven’t 
got all day! 


Are you putting all of your savings into 
that company? Don’t 


DEFINITIONS 


Having two very bad 
choices. 


Wanting to say some- 
thing but stopping your- 
self. 


Leave out all the unnec- 
essary details and just get 
to the point 


Putting all of ones re- 
sources into one possibil- 


ity 


Try not to worry about it. 


It was difficult when I moved to anoth- 
er country but I eventually 


My parents are very 
. They won’t start using the inter- 
net. 


I think he 


DEFINITIONS 


There is sunlight after 
rain 


To become comfortable 
in what you are doing 


Not wanting to change 
from the normal ways of 
doing things 


To refer to someone who 


this morning. He is in a terrible 
mood. 


is having a bad day 


My mother will always 
to help people. 


I think you’ve : 
That’s the reason he didn’t get the job 


Today’s going so badly. 


Į just said it in 
I was angry. I know I shouldn’t have. 


. | think he may 
cheat in the exam. 


DEFINITIONS 


Doing much more than is 
required when doing 
something 


Say exactly the right 
thing 


When everything seems 
to be going wrong 


Saying or doing some- 
thing suddenly without 
thinking about it 


Watch someone or some- 
thing carefully 


DEFINITIONS 


Have you heard? John down the road Died 
has 


I don’t want to argue with him again. Avoid a conflict 
It’s better to 


I told him what gift you have bought Tell someone something 
him for his birthday. Sorry, I didn’t that you were not sup- 
mean to posed to 


Don’t tell her what you really think of Hurt or upset someone 
her if she’s helping you with your Eng- who is helping you 
lish! Don’t 


DEFINITIONS 


I’m not sure which party he is going to Not making a firm deci- 
vote for. He’s sion between different 
choices 


Everything she does is very Excessive 
. She can’t just have a few drinks — 
she has to get really drunk. 


Let’s keep studying for IELTS. Continuously doing 
something to improve 


Don’t get upset about what he said. Joking around 
He’s just 


Sorry but I think Pll To decline an offer that 
on that. you will take up later 


As a , I don’t study at 
weekends. I spend the time with my 
family. 


I can . He said he has a PhD 
but he can’t even remember which 
university he studied at. 


She’s of her mother. 


now. What are 
you going to do? 


DEFINITIONS 


Principal that is strictly 
adhered / kept to 


To sense that something 
is not right 


To look exactly like 


someone else 


Telling someone it's now 
their turn to make a 
decision 


DEFINITIONS 


Unfortunately I think he’ll be studying For a very long time 
for IELTS 
His English is very poor. 


It was all . He didn’t Something said in 
really mean what he said. humour rather than 
seriously 


She’s feeling today Unwell 
so she won’t be going to work. 


We've had some big disagreements ‘Things from the past that 
over the years, but it’s all are not important any- 
now. We get on fine. more 


so it’s better to 
have a healthy diet. 


Ji 


DEFINITIONS 


What you eat exposes 
who you are 


Do not evaluate others 


need to get to know him before I decide 
what he is like. 


We're really 
now. We must hurry. 


by appearances 


Not having enough time 
to do something 


Why are we bothering? We're 


Our online business is 
making no money, so we should move 
on and do something else. 


Attempting to continue 
with something that is 
finished / over 


DEFINITIONS 


I to help him. I Doing all you can to help 
hope he appreciates it. someone 


So you have the IELTS test today?? Good luck 


Ok, I'm here, show the counter-argu- 
but if marijuana is legalized, isn't it ment 

more likely young people will smoke 

it? 


We haven't won an- Be patient 


ything yet. 


She is . She Annoying or irritating 
won't stop talking. somebody 


DEFINITIONS 


The new iPhone is really t 
the moment. 


something fashionable. 


I don’t think her new handbag is 


I’d say about 2 
or 3. 


Apple phones are very 
these days. 


genuine or not fake. 


saying something with- 
out thinking first. 


average, ordinary 


I was really 
my dog died. 


My parents are quite traditional and 


Abortion and capital punishment are 
in my country at the 
moment 


I sent my application in late and I think 
I -> 


Those shoes must have 


I haven’t made my mind up about that 
issue, P’ Il have to 


DEFINITIONS 


not wanting to change. 


a controversial topic 


miss an opportunity. 


really expensive. 


to be undecided 


TOP SPEAKING PHRASAL VERBS 


_ To take action because o 
information received. 


å pecially is it makes yo | bad 
[intend to achieve. 


Kill a person or animal, 
have already been hurt. 


Beat, make victory certain 


Finally get somewhere, u 
planning to go there. 


= 


| Exercise to make muscl 


ccur or happen in a way t | 


Make or persuade someone to a 


you don’t want. 


BDE blocked with ice am 


Start to talk about somethi 
relevant to the discussion. 


Achieve something, despite 1 
correctly or properly. 


Get into Become involved or interested. 


[Become involved or interesie d 
criminal. 
Get into Be accepted or admitted. 


O OO on Enter a bus, train, | Enter a bus, train, plane, ctc.. == ete.. 


O on EAE progress, deal with something with 
a reasonable degree of success. 
Have a good relationship. 


Be late or near an arranged time. Wear, fit. 
Start discussing a topic. 


want them to do something. 


100 WAYS TO SAY “VERY” 


very afraid > fearful 

very angry > furious 

very annoying > exasperating 
very bad > awful 

very beautiful > gorgeous 
very big > massive 

very boring > dull 

very bright > luminous 

very busy > swamped 

very calm ® serene 

very careful > cautious 

very cheap > stingy 
very clean > spotless 

very clear > obvious 

very cold > freezing 

very colorful > vibrant 

ery competitive > cutthroat 
plete > comprehensive 


very confused > perplexed 
very creative > innovative 
very crowded > bustling 
very dangerous > perilous 
very dear > cherished 
very deep > profound 
very depressed > despondent 
very detailed > meticulous 
very different > disparate 
very difficult > arduous 
very dirty > filthy 
very dry > arid 
very dull > tedious 
very easy > effortless 
very empty > desolate 
very excited > thrilled 

i popexctng => exhilarating 
ensive > costly 


very fancy > lavish 
very fat > obese 
very friendly > amiable 
very frightened > alarmed 
very frightening > terrifying 
very funny > hilarious 
very glad > overjoyed 

very good > excellent 

very great > terrific 

very happy ® ecstatic 

very hard > difficult 

very hard-to-find > rare 
very heavy > leaden 

very high > soaring 

very hot > sweltering 

very huge > colossal 


very important > crucial 
very intelligent > brilliant 
very interesting > captivating 
very large > huge 
very lazy > indolent 
very little > tiny 
very long > extensive 
very long-term > enduring 
very loose > slack 
very mean > cruel 
very messy ® slovenly 
very necessary > essential 
very nervous ® apprehensive 
very nice > kind 
very noisy > deafening 
very often > frequently 
ery old > ancient 
ery old-fashioned > archaic 


very open ® transparent 
very painful > excruciating 
very pale > ashen 

very perfect > flawless 
very poor ® destitute 

very powerful > compelling 
very pretty > beautiful 
very quick > rapid 

very quiet > hushed 

very rainy > pouring 

very rich > wealthy 

very sad > sorrowful 

very scared > petrified 
very scary > chilling 

very serious > grave 


very short > brief 
very shy > timid 
very simple > basic 
very skinny > skeletal 
very small > petite 

very smart > intelligent 
very smelly > pungent 
very smooth > sleek 

very soft > downy 

very sorry > apologetic 
very special > exceptional 
very strong > forceful 
very stupid > idiotic 

very sure > certain 

very sweet > thoughtful 
ety talented > gifted 


very thirsty > parched 
very tight > constricting 
very tiny > minuscule 
very tired S exhausted 
very ugly > hideous 
very unhappy > miserable 
very upset > distraught 
very warm > hot 

very weak > frail 

very well-to-do > wealthy 
very wet > soaked 

very wide > expansive 
very willing > eager 
very windy > blustery 
very wise > sage 

ery worried > distressed 


CONCLUSION 


Thank you for purchasing this book. I know there are many books on IELTS 
SPEAKING out there, but you chose this one. I’m incredibly grateful to you, 
grateful for taking a chance on this read. And I sincerely wish you the best 
on all your IELTS SPEAKING MASTERY adventures! 


If you know of anyone else who may benefit from the useful strategies, tips, 
and guides for IELTS SPEAKING 2020 that are revealed in this book, please 


help me inform them of this book. I would greatly appreciate it. 


Finally, if you enjoyed this book and feel that this book has been beneficial 
to you, please take a couple of minutes to share your thoughts and post a 
REVIEW on Amazon. Your feedback will help me to continue to write other 
books on IELTS topic that helps you get the best results. Furthermore, if you 
write a simple REVIEW with positive words for this book on Amazon, you 
can help hundreds or perhaps thousands of other readers who may want to 
maximizing their scores in IELTS SPEAKING exam. Like you, they worked 
hard for every penny they spend on books. With the information and 
recommendation you provide, they would be more likely to take action right 


away. We really look forward to reading your review. 


From the bottom of my heart, I thank you so much for staying with us during 
this book and for reading it through to the end. We really hope that you have 
enjoyed the contents! 


Thanks again for your support and good luck! 


If you enjoy my book, please write a POSITIVE REVIEW on Amazon. 


-- Julia White -- 
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